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SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL BUREAU OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 
(IBWM) 15TH GENERAL CONFERENCE 

1. FOURTEENTH GENERAL CONFERENCE OF IBWM. IN CONNECTION 
WITH ACTION ON 1973-76 BUDGET, ADOPTED RESOLUTION E WHICH 
PERMITTED PAYMENT OF MEMBERS'ANNUAL CONTRIBUTIONS IN LOCAL 
CURRENCIES UP TO 22 PERCENT OF AMOUNT DUE.SUBJECT TO 
CONDITION THAT INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE BE ADVISEDONE YEAR 
IN ADVANCE BY THOSE MEMBERS WISHING MAKE USE OF THIS 
AUTHORITY. US, SECONDED BY FRG, INTRODUCEDFORMAL RESOLU- 
TION REQUESTING INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE TO MAKE REPORT TO 
15TH GENERAL CONFERENCE, DESCRIBING EXTENT TO WHICH LOCAL 
CURRENCIES HAD BEEN USED DURING PREVIOUSFINANCIAL PERIOD 
IN ORDER PERMIT 15TH CONFERENCE TO MAKE DETERMINATION 
WHETHER LOCAL CURRENCY PAYMENT WERE IN FACT PERMITTING 
BUREAU TO MEET NEEDS OF ORGANIZATION, AND TO ENABLE CON- 
FERENCE TO FIX PERCENTAGE FOR ALLOWABLE CONTRIBUTIONS IN 
NON-CONVERTIBLE LOCAL CURRENCIES IN FUTURE. US AND FRG 
AGREED WITHDRAW FORMAL RESOLUTION, BUT ONLY ON UNDERSTAND- 
ING THAT VIEWS EXPRESSED THEREIN WOULD BEMADE PART OF 
OFFICIAL RECORD AND THAT BUREAU SECRETARIAT WOULD, IN FACT, 
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CURRENCIES. THIS UNDERSTANDING APPEARS UPON PAGE 72-73 
OF PROCEEDINGS OF 14TH GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

2. IN LIGHT FOREGOING, REQUEST EMBASSY INQUIRE OF 
TERRIEN, DIRECTOR IBWM, ON STATUS PREPARATION THIS REPORT. 

KISSINGER 
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